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the preparation, execution, filing, and
correction thereof as the Commissioner
may deem appropriate. Such composite
return shall consist of a form pre-
scribed ty the Commissioner and an at-
tachment or attachments of magnetic
tape or other approved media. Notwith-
standing any provisions in this part to
the contrary, a single form and attach-
ment may comprise the returns of
more than one employer. To the extent
that the use of a compsoite return has
been authorized by the Commissioner,
references in this part to a specific
form for use by the employer shall be
deemed to refer also to a composite re-
turn under this section.

[T.D. 7200, 37 FR 16544, Aug. 16, 1972]

§31.6011(a)-9 Instructions to forms
control as to which form is to be
used.

Notwithstanding provisions in this
part which specify the use of a par-
ticular form for a return or other docu-
ment required by this part, the use of a
different form may be required by the
latter form’s instructions. In such case,
the latter form shall be completed in
accordance with its instructions.

[T.D. 7351, 40 FR 17145, Apr. 17, 1975]

§31.6011 (a)-10 Instructions to forms
may waive filing requirement in
case of no liability tax returns.

Notwithstanding provisions in this
part which require that a tax return be
filed, the instructions to the form on
which a return of tax is otherwise re-
quired by this part to be made may
waive such requirement with respect to
a particular class or classes of no li-
ability tax returns. Returns in a class
for which such requirement has been so
waived need not be made.

This Treasury decision is not adverse
to any taxpayer. For this reason, it is
found unnecessary to issue this Treas-
ury decision with notice and public
procedure under subsection (b) of sec-
tion 553 of title 5 of the United States
Code or subject to the effective date
limitation of subsection (d) of that sec-
tion.

[T.D. 8229, 53 FR 35811, Sept. 15, 1988]
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§31.6011(b)-1 Employers’ identifica-
tion numbers.

(a) Requirement of application—(1) In
general—(i) Before October 1, 1962. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b) of
this section, every employer who on
any day after December 31, 1954, and
before October 1, 1962, has in his em-
ploy one or more individuals in em-
ployment for wages subject to the
taxes imposed by the Federal Insurance
Contributions Act, but who prior to
such day neither has been assigned an
identification number nor has applied
therefor, shall make an application on
Form SS-4 for an identification num-
ber.

(ii) On or after October 1, 1962. Except
as provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, every employer who on any day
after September 30, 1962, has in his em-
ploy one or more individuals in em-
ployment for wages which are subject
to the taxes imposed by the Federal In-
surance Contributions act or which are
subject to the withholding of income
tax from wages under section 3402, but
who prior to such day neither has been
assigned an identification number nor
has applied therefor, shall make an ap-
plication on Form SS-4 for an identi-
fication number.

(iii) Method of application. The appli-
cation, together with any supple-
mentary statement, shall be prepared
in accordance with the form, instruc-
tions, and regulations applicable there-
to, and shall set forth fully and clearly
the data therein called for. Form SS—4
may be obtained from any district di-
rector or director of a service center or
any district office of the Social Secu-
rity Administration. The application
shall be filed with the internal revenue
officer designated in the instructions
applicable to Form SS-4, or with the
nearest district office of the Social Se-
curity Administration. The application
shall be signed by (a) the individual, if
the employer is an individual; (b) the
president, vice president, or other prin-
cipal officer, if the employer is a cor-
poration; (c) a responsible and duly au-
thorized member or officer having
knowledge of its affairs, if the em-
ployer is a partnership or other unin-
corporated organization; or (d) the fi-
duciary, if the employer is a trust or
estate. An identification number will
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be assigned to the employer in due
course upon the basis of the informa-
tion reported on the application re-
quired under this section.

(2) Time for filing Form SS—4. The ap-
plication for an identification number
shall be filed on or before the seventh
day after the first payment of wages to
which reference is made in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section. For provisions re-
lating to the time when wages are paid,
see §31.3121(a)-2 and paragraph (b) of
§31.3402(a)-1.

(b) Employers who are assigned identi-
fication numbers without application. An
identification number may be assigned,
without application by the employer,
in the case of an employer who has in
his employ only employees who are en-
gaged exclusively in the performance
of domestic service in his private home
not on a farm operated for profit (see
§31.3121(a)(7)-1. If an identification
number is so assigned, the employer is
not required to make an application on
Form SS-4 for the number.

(c) Crew leaders. Any person who, as a
crew leader within the meaning of sec-
tion 3121(0), furnishes individuals to
perform agricultural labor for another
person shall, on or before the first date
on which he furnishes such individuals
to perform such labor for such other
person, advise such other person of his
name; permanent mailing address, or if
none, present address; and identifica-
tion number, if any.

(d) Use of identification number. The
identification number assigned to an
employer (other than a household em-
ployer referred to in paragraph (b) of
this section) shall be shown in the em-
ployer’s records, and shall be shown in
his claims to the extent required by
the applicable forms, regulations, and
instructions. For provisions relating to
the inclusion of identification numbers
in returns, statements on Form W-2,
and depositary receipts, see §31.6109-1.

[T.D. 6516, 256 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6606, 27 FR 8517, Aug. 25,
1962; T.D. 7012, 34 FR 7693, May 15, 1969]

§31.6011(b)-2 Employees’
numbers.

(a) Requirement of application—(1) In
general—(i) Before November 1, 1962.
Every employee who on any day after
December 31, 1954, and before November

account
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1, 1962, is in employment for wages sub-
ject to the taxes imposed by the Fed-
eral Insurance Contributions Act, but
who prior to such day has neither se-
cured an account number nor made ap-
plication therefor, shall make an appli-
cation on Form SS-5 for an account
number.

(ii) On or after November 1, 1962. Every
employee who on any day after October
31, 1962, is in employment for wages
which are subject to the taxes imposed
by the Federal Insurance Contributions
Act or which are subject to the with-
holding of income tax from wages
under section 3402 but who prior to
such day has neither secured an ac-
count number nor made application
therefore, shall make an application on
Form SS-5 for an account number.

(iii) Method of application. The appli-
cation shall be prepared in accordance
with the form, instructions, and regu-
lations applicable thereto, and shall set
forth fully and clearly the data therein
called for. The employee shall file the
applicaiton with any district office of
the Social Security Administration or,
if the employee is not working within
the United States, with the district of-
fice of the Social Security Administra-
tion at Baltimore, Maryland. Form SS-
5 may be obtained from any district of-
fice of the Social Security Administra-
tion or from any district director. An
account number will be assigned to the
employee by the Social Security Ad-
ministration in due course upon the
basis of information reported on the
application required under this section.
A card showing the name and account
number of the employee to whom an
account number has been assigned will
be furnished to the employee by the
Social Security administration.

(2) Time for filing Form SS-5. The ap-
plication shall be filed on or before the
seventh day after the occurrence of the
first day of employment to which ref-
erence is made in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, unless the employee
leaves the employ of his employer be-
fore such seventh day, in which case
the application shall be filed on or be-
fore the date on which the employee
leaves the employ of his employer.

(3) Changes and corrections. Any em-
ployee may have his account number
changed at any time by applying to a
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